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and decided that, however great the risk to themselves> they must go back and see what had become of their friend. This time the mouse travelled in one of the eats of the deer, from which he peeped forth with his bright eyes, hoping to see the tortoise toiling along in. his usual solemn manner ; whilst the crow, also on the watch, flew along beside them. Great was the surprise and terror of all three when, as they came out of the forest, they saw the hunter striding along towards them, with the tortoise in the net under his arm. Once more the little mouse showed his wisdom. Without a moment's hesitation he said to the deer: " Throw yourself on the ground and pretend to be dead; and you" he added to the crow, "perch on his head and bend over as if you were going to peck out his eyes/*
Without any idea what Hiranya meant by these strange orders, but remembering how he had helped in other dangers, the two did as they were told; the poor deer feeling anything but happy lying still where his enemy was sure to see him, and thereby proving what a noble creature he was. The hunter did, see him very soon, and thinking to himself, " After all I shall get that deer," he let the tortoise fall, and came striding along as fast as he could.
Up jumped the deer without waiting to see what became of the tortoise, and sped away like the wind. . The hunter rushed after him, and the two were soon out of sight. The tortoise, whose armour had saved him from being hurt bj&his fall, was indeed pleased when he saw little* Hiranya running towards him. " Be quick, be quibk I " He cried, " and set me free."